DBAN vs. Certified Data Erasure:
Which is Right for Your Organization?
When it comes to choosing a data sanitization method for your hard disk drives (HDDs) and other
IT assets, there are three questions to consider.
 Does it meet the minimum threshold for your risk tolerance?
 Does it achieve data sanitization?

 Does it meet your organization's needs to meet industry-specific guidelines and data
protection regulations?

1. Determine Risk Tolerance
First, you must understand the level of risk your organization is willing to allow based on government and industry
regulations or internal policies with which you must comply. You must also understand the types of data residing on your
drives and the level of sensitivity associated with that data.
For a personal computer that’s accessed infrequently and only used to store music, the risk associated with remnant
data is much lower than a computer that’s used by a HR Director who stores personal employee information.
Data protection guidelines vary across industries, but HIPAA and EU GDPR are two that refer to to the protection of an
individual’s information and carry heavy fines (4% of annual global turnover or €20 Million for EU GDPR) if improperly
erased. Most guidelines and regulations also require an auditable trail for your IT assets.
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2. Achieve Data Sanitization
Data erasure is one of the three methods that achieve data santization, but the erasure software chosen must allow for
three steps:
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Selection of a specific standard, based on your industry
and organization’s unique compliance needs





2.

Verification that the overwriting methodology has been
successful and removed data across the entire device, or
Target Data (if specifically called)





3.

Production of a tamper-proof certificate containing
information that the erasure has been successful and
written to all sectors of the device, along with data about
the device and standard used





3. Address all Requirements
The method of data sanitization used should be capable of addressing most of your data storage devices. From faster
and smaller SSDs, to mobile devices and files and folders, you need to ensure the software chosen can support current
technology trends, scale for the future and provide a unified and centralized data erasure solution.
So what data removal method is best for your organization? If you use DBAN, wiping your drives is free today, but it could
leave your organization open to risk tomorrow.
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Why Blancco?
For 20 years, Blancco has offered solutions that support compliance with data protection and privacy regulations
such as the new General Data Protection Regulation (EU GDPR), HIPAA, PCI DSS and more. We support the need for
heavily-regulated industries to stay compliant with these regulations with data erasure solutions that satisfy (and often
exceed) those requirements.
Experience the Blancco difference. Request a free trial of Blancco Drive Eraser for enterprise organizations today.

For more information about Blancco Technology Group, please visit our website at www.blancco.com.
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